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|: .kllhng of a Waterford Township man.

| Salaries comes from the same pockets

|<an in-house investigation, and disci-

| “we interviewed a state official, who said _

OﬁlClaIs must
recollect they
serve publlc

%akland County prosecutor ,
Richard Thompsonhad - ...
] therightidea whenheis-
sued the edict thatno "
’ . prosecutors could hold -
‘outside jobs. ‘- T
. Bydoingso, he effectlvely elumnated
.any chance his prosecutors might create .
conflicts of interest by running their own °
. private practices. He also made sure ;1
_ that he was getting a full commitment -
* and a full day’ s work from hls em-
ployees.
Andhegetsthat. = ¢ ’
If you caught assistant prosecutor
. Michael Stern’s closing arguments in the
murder trials of Joseph and Michelle . 3
- Bazzetta this week, you could tell thls

" | ‘wasaman commited tohiswork. - .

o Ii unagme Stern had a tough time sum- "
_“moning up enough energy just to drive
".home on those days. His outside inter-
‘ests, no doubt, are confined to his family.
By | remember talking to Sternduring an -
earlier murder trial, in which he suc- :
¢ cessfully prosecuted 15-year-old
~Jonathan Martin for the cold-blooded

:'While we were waiting for the juryto *.
- "come back with a verdict, Stern, who isa
.+ notorious worrier, was talkmg about
- how, in weeks of preparatron for the
. case, he would awaken at night and -~
make notes to himself about key pomts..;
.. He would write on anything handy,
: and atone tlme consxdered scrlbblmg on
._his socks.™ :
- Thisis arman who cares about hJS ]ob
. ‘That’s not always the case. I suppose
~ some county jobs don’t carry with them
the same drama, the same conse- .
quences, if you wﬂl that a prosecutor’s
job does. But the money for all county ‘.:;

those of county taxpayers. .- s

- The Qakland Press found, not long o
ago that some county employees were '
letting their outside business interests -
* interfere with their official duties. As a
result, their administrators conducted

“plined six. Two were fired. °
While we were working on the storles

Oakland County was known to belax a
about keepmg track of outsxde employ- -
ent R I PR

* clear-cut rules that apphed wrzften

: system rules. 4"

"“"nored. But even if it had been followed,

- purchase hundreds of acres of property
. and develop 1t thereby makmg some :

least in my mind. As sanitation i mspec g
-« tors, they are éxposed to a tremendous "}

‘amount of inside information about real

* estate in Oakland County. They deal
. "with real estate agents, developers, °
townships, speculators and people who
have land for sale or arem the market

tlons give them an edge over other citi-

zens and provide them with great oppor-

i tuéutles to make extra money, on the ¥
"side, @R L st

potentxal and certainly the appearance ",
-of a conflict. And it opens up the way for |
... wrongdoing, as we found when the in-
A pectqrs routinely inspected each oth—
" er’s property for development. -

- househasa signon hiswall, aquote .
* - from Thomas Jefferson, that reads, "+ i
. “When a man'assumes a public | trust he

Some of the thmgs tolerated in Oak-
and County would not be tolerated at the |;
state level, he said, because there were

~rules, he said. ~ -
For instance, state samtatlon 1nspec- i

“tors are prohlblted from dealing inland | L

_speculation, because it creates at least
. an appearance of conflict of interest. **
i In Oakland County there-are some
rules, but they vary from department to
department and are subject to merlt

: Perhaps the rules don’t go far enough ;
The health division, for example, hasa -
disclosure rule that requires that all em-
ployees tell their supervisors of interest -
-~ inland or other holdings that may ap- ..
pear to conflict with their jobs. .. . " ‘3: :

-That rule was apparently routinely ig-

- county inspectors, under existing rules, -
would have been allowed to continueto ;.| .

hefty profit. -

td

- Inshort, the inspectors’ county posi-

Is that Wrong" I think so. There is the . p

A county official I admire at the court 7

hould consider himself as public prop— it

(Lon Brasner covers Oakland County gov-
s ernment for The Oakland Press ) :
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